
Wootton High School having 

one each.  The three Blair stu-

dents were the only regional 

semifinalists from the state of 

Maryland. 

R E G I O N A L  F I N A L I S T S  

Roger Curley 

Jennifer Wang 

Dalton Wu 

S E M I - F I N A L I S T S  

Allison Arai 

Jacob Hurwitz 

Victoria Lai 

Haozhi Lin 

Nils Molina 

Kamal Ndousse 

Anand Oza 

Rohan Puttagunta 

Elissa Shiau 

Hongyi Xia 

Yi Xiao 

The number of times a refresh 

button was hit the morning of 

October 23 possibly went into 

the thousands.  Students were 

anxiously awaiting the results 

for one of the earlier annual 

science competitions for high 

school students—The 2009 

Siemens Competition.  When 

the results were posted, eleven 

Blair students were named 

semi-finalists and three were 

named regional finalists. 

The Siemens Competition re-

ceives about 1,200 project 

annually.  Projects may be done 

individually or in groups.  Three 

hundred of these projects will 

move to the semi-finalist stage 

and up to 60 will be named 

regional finalists.  Regional 

finalists receive at least a 

$1000 scholarship and a 

bronze medal.  They also will 

present their research at a re-

gional competition in Novem-

ber.  Each region will select 

winners who will have the op-

portunity to present their paper 

in the national competition for 

up to $100,000 in scholarship 

money. 

Montgomery County had four-

teen semi-finalists in total, with 

Gaithersburg High School, 

Poolesville High School and 
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C O M P E T I T I O N  F O R  B L A I R  

S T U D E N T S  H I G H L I G H T E D  O N  I N T E L  T V  

Off of a successful finish in the 

Teragrid 09 Parallel Computing 

Challenge, Anand Oza, Rohan 

Puttagunta and Andrew Das 

Sarma were featured along with 

former Blair teacher Susan 

Ragan on Intel TV.  Teach Paral-

lel, is a weekly webcast that 

focuses on how parallel com-

puting topics are taught at the 

university or even high school 

level. 

Ms. Ragan, currently the direc-

tor of the Maryland Virtual High 

School project, presented at the 

Teragrid 09 conference to other 

teachers.  The students at-

tended the confer-

ence as well and 

participated in a 

parallel computing 

competition, placing 

3rd behind only a 

team of graduate 

students from Car-

negie Mellon and a 

team of undergradu-

ate students from 

Earlham College. 

A recording of the 

interview can be 

seen at the Intel web site. 
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M A G N E T  P R O G R A M  

N E W S L E T T E R  

U P C O M I N G  

D A T E S  

November 6—Submission 

Deadline for Junior Sci-

ence and Humanities 

Symppsia (JSHS) Projects 

November 9—Magnet 

Applications and Choice 

Forms Due 

November 11—Report 

Cards Distributed 

November 18—

Submission Deadline for 

Intel Science Talent 

Search Projects 

November 19—Science 

Education Videoconfer-

ence, US Dept. of Ed. 

November 25—Early Re-

lease Day 

November 26 & 27—No 

School, Thanksgiving 

Holiday 

Ms. Ragan with Blair Stu-

dents on Intel TV 

http://software.intel.com/en-us/articles/teach-parallel-online-discussions/


Five Blair Magnet Program 

students attended a regional 

student workshop at Pooles-

ville High School as part of 

the National Consortium  for 

Specialized Secondary 

Schools or Mathematics, 

Science and Technology 

(NCSSSMST).  Students at-

tended workshops highlight-

ing the work done at Pooles-

ville High School.  Included 

was the opportunity to see 

the research grade algae 

bioreactor created to study 

how biodiesel production 

from algae lipids can be en-

hanced. 

Before the day began, stu-

dents were given audio and 

visual recording devices to 

document the events.  During 

the last work session, stu-

dents created an i-movie 

using the recorded sounds. 

will take place on the evening 

of November 19 at the US 

Department of Education 

Building in Washington, DC. 

Students will have the oppor-

tunity to pose questions to 

Japanese students about 

science and technology edu-

cation in Japan as well as 

answer questions posed by 

The Department of Education 

has invited students from 

Blair High School and Tho-

mas Jefferson High School in 

Virginia to participate in a 

videoconference with Japa-

nese schools to discuss sci-

ence and technology educa-

tion.  Schools from Tokyo and 

southern Japan will partici-

pate.  The video conference 

the Japanese students.  There is 

still space for additional students 

and family members.  If you are 

interested in attending, please 

contact Mr. Ostrander at Pe-

ter_M_Ostrander@mcpsmd.org. 

B L A I R  S T U D E N T S  A T T E N D  N C S S S M S T  S T U D E N T  C O N F E R E N C E  

S T U D E N T S  T O  C O N V E R S E  A B O U T  S C I E N C E  E D U C A T I O N  W I T H  

S C H O O L  F R O M  J A P A N  

G E O R G E  W A S H I N G T O N  U N I V E R S I T Y  A W A R D S  $ 8 0 , 0 0 0  I N  

S C H O L A R S H I P S  T O  B L A I R  M A T H L E T E S  

Nils Molina, Anand Oza, and 

Devin Zhang—placed in the 

top ten in the Colonial II Writ-

ten Test.  Each was awarded 

an $80,000 scholarship for 

undergraduate studies in 

science or engineering at 

GWU. 

Anand, Mario and Jacob Hur-

witz earned first place in the 

Colonial I multiple choice 

portion of the contest. 

Blair placed second in the 

Colonial Bowl, the team por-

tion of the competition.  The 

team competition pitted four 

of our students against other 

teams from schools around 

the region.  Eight questions 

are given in each round and 

teams must answer more of 

the questions correctly be-

fore their opponent can dur-

ing the allocated time. 

A special thanks goes to Ms. 

Abha Oza for registering and 

chaperoning the students for 

the competition. 

Four seniors and two juniors 

competed in the Colonial 

Math Challenge at George 

Washington University on 

October 30.  The Colonial 

Math Challenge

(www.gwu.edu/~mathcomp/) 

is open to high school stu-

dents from the mid-Atlantic 

regions.  The Challenge con-

sists of three components: 

Colonial I; Colonial II; and Co-

lonial Bowl. 

Four students—Mario Choi, 

By three methods 

we may learn 

wisdom: First, by 

reflection, which is 

noblest; Second, by 

imitation, which is 

easiest; and third by 

experience, which is 

the bitterest. 

- Confucius 
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Blair Representatives at NCSSSMST Conference 
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Many universities prefer stu-

dents who have conducted 

independent research during 

their high school careers.  

Colleges appreciate the ex-

perience independent re-

search provides students as 

they struggle with unan-

swered questions.  The prac-

tical experience of conduct-

ing authentic research in 

actual labs is also a key com-

ponent of the magnet pro-

gram at Blair. 

Current juniors who plan on 

completing an independent 

research project and will be 

enrolled in Senior Research 

Project A in the spring should 

already be thinking about 

obtaining an internship.  As 

part of the Research Design 

course, students will create 

resumes to be used during 

the application process for 

internships.  Mr. Kaluta and 

Ms. Duval will also help guide 

students through the process 

of finding and applying for 

internship opportunities.  

While Blair provides support 

to students during this proc-

ess, families of juniors will 

also want to provide assis-

tance to their students.  Par-

ents can discuss potential 

fields of study with their stu-

dents, including what organi-

zations might have related 

internships available.  Par-

ents can also provide an 

extra set of eyes for proof-

reading documents that are 

submitted to outside agen-

cies. 

The research papers that 

result from the Senior Re-

search Project are typically 

the same ones entered into 

high school research compe-

titions such as Siemens or 

Intel.  Many Blair students 

have been able to turn their 

research into scholarship 

money for college as a result. 

Many organizations have 

already started accepting 

applications for summer in-

ternships.  The column to the 

left lists only a few potential 

internship opportunities as 

well as their respective appli-

cation dates. 

Office of Naval Research Science and Engineering Apprentice 

Program (SEAP). 

Research Areas: Various research areas.  A complete 

list of labs is available at the SEAP web site. 

Application Timeline: On-line applications currently be-

ing accepted.  Deadline is January 8, 2010 at 5:30 pm. 

Web Site: http://seap.asee.org 

National Institutes of Health (NIH) Summer Internship Program 

Research Areas: Biomedical Research. 

Application Timeline: Application season opens in mid-

November. 

Web Site: http://www.training.nih.gov/student/sip/ 

J. Craig Venter Institute (previously TIGR) 

Research Areas: Genomics 

Application Timeline: Applications currently being ac-

cepted for both spring and summer internships.  Sum-

mer internship application deadline is not posted (last 

year’s deadline was Ferburary 17, 2009). 

Web Site: http://www.jcvi.org/cms/education/

internship-program/ 

Johns Hopkins University Center For Talented Youth Materials 

Research Science and Engineering Center 

Research Areas: Materials Science, Nano-technology 

Application Timeline: Application timeline not posted 

(Last year’s deadline was April 15, 2009) 

Web Site: http://mrsec.jhu.edu/outreach/HSSSI%

20Overview 

The Werner H. Kirsten Internship Program at the National Cancer 

institute 

Research Areas: Health 

Application Timeline: Applications currently being ac-

cepted.  Deadline is December 8, 2009. 

Web Site: http://web.ncifcrf.gov/careers/

student_programs/internships/SIP/Default.aspx 

Two Blair  organizations are 

looking for tutors to work with 

Blair students at lunch or 

after school.  If you are in 

need of community service 

hours, this is a great way to 

earn hours and give back to 

the Blair community.  Inter-

ested students should con-

tact Mr. Ostrander for more 

information. 

S U M M E R  R E S E A R C H  I N T E R N S H I P  A P P L I C A T I O N  S E A S O N  

T U T O R S  N E E D E D  

It’s not that I’m so 

smart, it’s just that 

I stay with 

problems longer. 

- Albert Einstein 

Page 3 V O L U M E  1 ,  I S S U E  2  

http://seap.asee.org
http://www.training.nih.gov/student/sip/
http://www.jcvi.org/cms/education/internship-program/
http://www.jcvi.org/cms/education/internship-program/
http://mrsec.jhu.edu/outreach/HSSSI%20Overview
http://mrsec.jhu.edu/outreach/HSSSI%20Overview
http://web.ncifcrf.gov/careers/student_programs/internships/SIP/Default.aspx
http://web.ncifcrf.gov/careers/student_programs/internships/SIP/Default.aspx


Montgomery Blair High School 

51 University Boulevard, East 

Silver Spring, MD 20901  

Phone: 301-649-8240 

Fax: 301-649-8245 

E-mail: Peter_M_Ostrander@mcpsmd.org 

S C I E N C E ,  M A T H E M A T I C S  A N D  

C O M P U T E R  S C I E N C E  M A G N E T  

P R O G R A M  

citing, the format of yester-

day when 

postrand@calpoly.edu was 

the norm is acceptable in 

most situations.  Variations of 

initials and names are con-

servative and most likely to 

be inoffensive.  Be careful, as 

some combinations of initials 

and names  may cause unfor-

tunate results.  A person with 

the name of Frederic Artman 

may opt to use 

FredericA@msn.com rather 

than going with first initial 

and last name. 

2. Identities that sound harm-

ful should be avoided.  

Evil_pete@yahoo.com,     

little_Terror@gmail.com or 

viralworm@hotmail.com all 

may result in your e-mail not 

The magnet program recently 

received a question from a 

CDC scientist in Atlanta about 

a Blair student.  The student 

had sent a request for infor-

mation to the scientist as 

part of an assignment in Biol-

ogy class.  However, the sci-

entist questioned whether or 

not the request was real and 

contacted the school admini-

stration at Blair. 

The student request was not 

out of the ordinary—mainly 

general information about 

what a biological scientist at 

the CDC does.  The request 

was well written and polite.  

What caused the scientist 

concern was the identity of 

the student. 

As with many students social-

izing in the electronic world, 

this student had adopted an 

electronic identity.  However, 

the choice of identity might 

not have been the best for 

professional communica-

tions.  Following a couple of 

simple rules can help. 

1. Name based identities are 

typically safe.  While not ex-

even being read.  Recipients 

are constantly wary of unso-

licited e-mail that appears 

harmful.  Additionally, many 

spam filters may be looking 

for some of these words. 

3. Avoid overly cute or infor-

mal identities.  When apply-

ing for internships, it is impor-

tant to at least sound serious 

about your potential work.  

Identities such as 

Pink_Panda@yahoo.com,  

CutiePie@aol.com or 

ditzy_Blonde23@isp.net are 

fine for social communica-

tion, but probably won’t gar-

ner any great response from 

potential employees. 

4. Avoid potentially insulting 

identities.  While the author 

of this article may agree with 

WHAT’S IN A NAME 

http://magnet.mbhs.edu/ 

the sentiment of Yankee-

FansStink@mlb.net, not 

everyone is like-minded. 

An electronic identity can 

provide the first impression 

someone has of the sender.  

Having an inappropriate 

electronic identity is not 

different than having inap-

propriate clothing at a 

meeting or using inappropri-

ate language over the 

phone.  While a first impres-

sion is not what will eventu-

ally provide one with oppor-

tunities, it is often what 

gets one through the first 

door. 

Donôt let this be you... 

From:  Mister Hot Pants [mailto:notaklu@gmail.com]  
Sent:  Monday, October 26, 2009 10:48 PM 
To:  Jones, Ed (CDC/CCID/NCHHSTP) 
Subject:  Montgomery Blair High School Magnet Biologist Survey 


